
City of Belton – Parks Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Harris Community Center, Simpson Room 
401 N. Alexander Street 

Belton, TX 
Monday, November 5, 2012 – 5:30 pm 

 
 
A meeting of the City of Belton Parks Board was held on Monday, November 5, 2012, in the Simpson 
Room at the Harris Community Center.  Attending the meeting were Parks Board Chair Diane Ring, Vice 
Chair Daniel Bucher, members Josh Pearson, Mike Ratliff, and Tyson McLaughlin.  City Staff in 
attendance included City Manager Sam Listi, Public Works Director Les Hallbauer, Assistant Public 
Works Director Byron Sinclair, Recreation & Events Director Sandy Slade, Recreation Coordinator Matt 
Bates, Building Superintendent James Grant, and Senior Maintenance Worker Tony Rose. 
 
 

1. Call to Order.  
Chair Diane Ring called the meeting to order at 5:33 pm. 
 

2. Consider minutes from the October 1, 2012, Parks Board meeting. 
Minutes were approved unanimously. 
 

3. Receive an update on the Board status of the Belton Youth Softball Association from Mike 
Thompson, interim President. 
Mr. Mike Thompson introduced Mr. Tommy Parker as the new BYSA President and Mr. Kyle 
Winkler, who will begin after the fall league ends for 2012.  Mr. Thompson informed the Board 
that all positions but one Division Representative had been filled to complete a new Board.  Mr. 
Thompson said that league has roughly $15,000 in the bank to begin the spring season. 
 
Mrs. Slade confirmed to the league that the Special Teams will continue on with the BYSA league 
in the spring. 
 

4. Receive a proposal from City Manager Sam Listi for submission of a Transportation 
Enhancement Grant to the Texas Department of Transportation for the Chisholm Trail 
Corridor Hike/Bike Facility along the proposed 9th Avenue from Loop 121 to University 
Drive and consider a recommendation to the City Council. 

Mr. Sam Listi presented the Board with background and summary information on a proposed 

submission for a Transportation Enhancement Grant to TXDOT.  Key components of the 

presented item included the following: 

 Same mechanism for funding used in the development of Phase 1 and the currently 

funded, 60% designed Phase 2 trail extension to be developed next year. 

 Funding is 80% grant funds and 20% local match (just over $300,000). 

 Upon funding and development, connectivity will extend from I35 to Loop 121. 

 Extension proposed is 6/10th of a mile long, approximately 3,000 feet. 

 TXDOT indicated that the submission for the grant would be very competitive, matching 

their objectives by linking a number of transportation elements. 

 The linkage between facilities is equally important, including housing, schools, 

government segment, and shopping. 

 The design is approximately 78% complete. 

 The scope of the project is a little over $1.5 million, with a grant application submission 

date of November 16, 2012.  

 The project must be completed within four years of grant approval which will be 

announced next year.  The City will have until early 2014 to accept funding. 



Mr. Pearson wanted clarification that the project is not a “new” idea but, in fact, a component of 

the larger picture of the 9th Avenue project and expansion of trail system that is planned for the 

City and region.  Mr. Listi confirmed the statement and presented a map for explanation to the 

Board. 

Chair Ring said that from where the Board started, the dream has been to see the trail expand 

out to Chisholm Trail and beyond and this would provide another segment towards that dream, 

which is becoming reality a little at a time.   

With no further discussion, Mr. Pearson made a motion to recommend the proposed resolution to 

the City Council.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Daniel Bucher.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

5. Board and/or Staff comments. 

Chair Ring thanked Mr. Les Hallbauer for all he has done for the Parks in Belton. 

 

6. Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned 5:49 pm. 


